American Lit’s 

Greatest Hits

A Musical in Two Semesters

Book, music and lyrics by

Gerald P. Murphy

Copyright 2007 Gerald P. Murphy

Murgerald@gmail.com
CHARACTERS – 9M, 14F 

(Flexible with doubling possible: minimum 2M, 5F)
(Selection from show follows(
Godfrey:  It was always part of the supplementary reading.  


Hogan loved it.  And so did the kids.  There’s 


something about Holden Caulfield that fascinates 


adolescents.  And Hogan always had a real teenage 


streak in his personality.  I don’t know who got a 


bigger kick out of it.  (Handing MALORY notes on 


Salinger.)  You want to look these over?

Malory:  I’d love to!  

Godfrey:  Oh, yes!  We had a lot of fun with this one!

(Song #8, “Jane on the Brain.”  Lights come up on HOLDEN CAULFIELD, wearing a hunting cap (backwards), and preppie clothing.  Also, SALLY and LILLIAN, two preppie schoolgirls wearing plaid jumpers and pigtails, join in on chorus.)

Holden:  (Singing “Jane on the Brain,” a parody of “Five Foot Two.”)  I got Jane on the brain.  

She can drive a guy insane!

Has anybody seen my Jane>

She can pull all my strings;

Never moves her back row kings!

Has anybody seen my Jane?

That bum who lives with her,

Sometimes he makes Janey sad!

Makes her cry, don’t know why.

He’s not really Janey’s dad.

That old man needs a shrink.

All he does is drink, drink, drink.

Has anybody seen my Jane?

Sally and Lillian:  He’s got Jane on the brain.

She can drive a guy insane!

Has anybody seen his Jane?

She can pull all his strings; 

Never moves her back row kings!

Has anybody seen his Jane!

Holden:  Oh, yes, then I sat down and kissed


Her on the nose.


She’s a girl I respect!


Only one time that we necked!


Where she is, is unknown;


I can’t reach her on the phone!


Has anybody seen my Jane!

Sally:  Old J. D. Salinger invented her


Long, long ago.

Holden:
And I still get a chill


When her tears do overflow!

Lillian:
Hope my friend won’t go far!


Could she be in Bankey’s car?

All:
Has anybody seen my


Anybody seen my


Anybody seen my Jane!
(Switch lights, as before.)
Malory:   I love it!  I love it!  

Godfrey:  Thanks, Marie, thanks!

Malory:  (Pause, while she thinks if this is a safe 

question to ask.)  Did Hogan take an early retirement 


or was he forced out?

Godfrey:  I think he decided to leave on his own.  He had 


some problems with chest and stomach pains early last 


year.  Then the pains started getting stronger each 


month.  Very erratic.  But the pain tended to get more 


acute and he started having longer bouts with it. 

Malory:  Oh, no!  Heart problems?

Godfrey:  That’s what he thought.  But when he went to the 


doctor, he still had the good blood pressure and his 


cholesterol levels were excellent.

Malory:  So what was it?

Godfrey:  Change of diet, mostly.  He had gone off meat a 


few years ago and had changed to a vege
