Students learn a great deal about Costa Rica through its geography and by completing a detailed exercise on map work.  They also familiarize themselves with geographical terms.  One of the map references sends students to the Internet to check out the “Ring of Fire.”  The map is a surprisingly large ring of the hot spots around the Pacific Ocean.  Students use the mileage legend on the map to calculate distances between several points.  They also learn a few Spanish geographical terms that are similar to English.  Answer key is included.

Costa   Rican   Geography


Before we begin our map study of Costa Rica, let’s look at some geographical terms since we will be discussing them in this exercise.  What do the following mean?

Look up the following in the dictionary or a geography book and write a short definition for each.

1. plateau ______________________________________________________________

2. isthmus _____________________________________________________________

3.    border ______________________________________________________________
2. Name the two peninsulas (Pen.) that form part of Costa Rica’s borders.

3. Name the two major gulfs (golfos).

4. What is the altitude of the Volcán Poás (Poas Volcano)?

5. Name two (2) of Costa Rica’s ports (Puerto) close to Panama.

6. What two major bodies of water border on the country?

