Three Day President Lesson

Written by: Annie Graham

Goals: 

To read for information.

To answer the 5 wh- questions: who, what, when, where, and why. 

To compare and contrast the lives of two past Presidents. 

To study the lives and accomplishments of historical figures. 

The Classroom Environment: Create a display area where fiction and nonfiction books are collected about Washington DC, Presidents, laws, Congress, George Washington, and Abraham Lincoln. 

Day One

Build Background: Locate Washington DC on a map. Ask students what they already know about the capitol, Presidents, lawmakers, etc. Read about the White House, the Capitol building, monuments, Congress, and other important aspects of government. 

Note Abraham Lincoln’s birthday, George Washington’s birthday, and Presidents’ Day on the calendar. 

The Lesson: Post the chart comparing the Presidents (see Appendix C) (Copy one for each student or pair of students and post a large chart either on the overhead or create a poster). 

Read a nonfiction book about George Washington. Stop periodically to clarify, emphasize, and to allow students to make connections to the text from their own schema. 

Hand out the informational sheets about George Washington (see Appendix A). Have students work in pairs to read for information in order to answer the wh- questions. 

The Follow up: Gather as a whole group and read over the questions. Ask students to share the information they found in order to fill out George Washington’s side of the chart. 

You may wish to add a card with the money he is on: the one dollar bill and the quarter. 

(For the complete lesson- please purchase this item)

