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Academic Dishonesty
Academic dishonesty (e.g., cheating, copying, plagiarizing) will not be tolerated.  You will receive a 0 on any assignment that is deemed academically dishonest.  Further, all incidences of academic dishonesty will be referred to both the principal and your parent/guardian.

Remember, getting a 20% on a test is better than getting a 0!  Be smart, do your own work and keep your eyes on your own paper.

Bathroom Procedure
You will be learning the American Sign Language signs for “toilet,” “water,” “yes” and “no.”  You will use these signs to nonverbally ask me to leave the classroom.  (Please do not ask, “May I go to the bathroom?” or “May I get a drink of water.”  You will not be allowed to leave the room unless you sign your request to me.)  

( If you see the “yes” signal, then you may get up from your chair and sign-out in the spiral notebook with your name, destination and time out.  When you return, you will record your time back into the classroom.  

( If you receive the “no” signal, then that means you may not leave the room and should ask again later.

The following are times you may not leave the classroom:

· Before 10:15 a.m.

· During a mini-lesson (i.e., the first 10 minutes of a period)

· While students are sharing their work (i.e., at the end of the period)

Further, I encourage you not to ask to use the bathroom, unless you really have to go, during Workshop times after 10:15 a.m. since our time together in the classroom is precious since it is limited.  

If you have a bladder problem and need to use the bathroom frequently, then you must obtain a doctor’s note stating the medical necessity for you to use the bathroom on an as-needed basis.

Behavior Management: Color Cards

Together, we will create a list of classroom rules.  Each student’s success will be tracked on the Behavior Management Chart.  Everyone begins each day with green cards in their pocket on the chart (Unless you ended the previous day with a blue card… then your card only goes back to yellow the following day.).  Students who forget to follow the rules will have their green cards replaced with yellow, red and blue cards.
· A green card means all is well.  Keep doing the right thing. 

· A yellow card means warning!  You need to be careful and watch your behavior.
· An red card means you now have a consequence.  (For example, “You Break It – You Fix It,” an Apology of Action, loss of privilege or time-out.)
· If you receive a time-out, remember this is not a time for negotiation.  Time-outs are only temporary and are used to help you regain self-control so you can come back and participate in a positive way.
· A blue card means your behavior has gone too far.  An action will be taken.  (For example, a note or phone call to parent/guardian, referred to general office, sent to another classroom, etc.  You may also receive an after school detention if you receive a blue card.)

If you do not understand why your card has been changed or if you disagree about the reason your card has been changed, you should bring it up at a later moment and not interrupt the instruction or activity taking place.
Daily behavior will be recorded at the end of each school day by a monitor on a Classroom Behavior Record Sheet.  Students who finish a given month with no more than one yellow card day (and the rest green days), will receive 25 individual points, for excellent citizenship, towards the final fun trip.
Cell Phones and Other Electronic Devices

Cellular phones, beepers, walkmans, radios, and other electronic devices should not be brought to class.  These items are expensive and should be left at home. Should you decide to bring one of these items to school or on a field trip, please note I am not responsible for their loss, theft or damage. 

These above-mentioned items will be confiscated and given to the school’s administrators if they are used and/or visible during school hours.  Your item will be returned only to parents/guardians by the principal or assistant principal.  
