The Search  For The Spirit of Christmas

(in the style of Sherlock Holmes)

-an original “framework play” by Chris King

...starring Detective McSnoop & McSneak

Stage is dark. Play long version of "Pink Panther."  McSnoop enters dark stage with flashlight. Sweeps stage with light, (very exaggerated) creeping, exhibiting tension and focus, then exits the same direction as he/she entered.

McSneak enters, sweeps as above and exits as he/she entered.  Then both BACK onto stage, sweeping lights, bump into each other and freeze. McSneak screams; both turn and look at audience....then each other. LIGHTS ON.  Music stops.

McSnoop:  Detective McSneak! What are YOU doing here?

McSneak: Detective McSnoop?  I could ask the same thing!

I thought this was MY case! I'm the best detective in the city and I don't really need YOUR help!

McSnoop:  Well, the agency said I was to be your assistant on this case...  you know...assist, help, support, find evidence and complete the investigation successfully? By the way, McSneak, you really should stop screaming like that.  It detracts from your professionalism. 

(Face audience) Besides, this search for the true spirit of Christmas is hardly a one-man project. It's the biggest investigation this agency has ever undertaken...to search high and low, to gather physical evidence, to question witnesses and draw conclusions as to the shape, size, intent and whereabouts of the spirit of Christmas.

 (McSneak looks bored and irritated, shifting from one foot to the other, looking around, hand gestures to indicate too much talking,etc.)

McSneak: Well, like it or not, I guess we're partners on this project, McSnoop.  So let's not waste any time here. I think I saw something suspicious over here.

McSnoop: Suspicions are important. They sometimes lead to earth-shattering discoveries.

McSneak: Less talk! More action, McSnoop! Let's go. We've got work to do!]

NOTE: Short version of "Pink Panther" is played while classes enter and exit to create a seamless concert.  Stop the music when  McSneak and McSnoop enter the stage and speak. Then start it when the next class is coming on stage. 

*****************(class presentation by..........................)

PART 2

McSnoop: Hey, look! It's a footprint! (Picks up a big cutout footprint...felt or paper) And it seems to be leading in this direction. Come on!  (Searches around the stage for a bit.)

McSneak: Just a minute! Get back in the shadows! 

Somebody's coming!

****************(class presentation by.........................)

