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      Akimbo and the Elephants
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Worksheet/Novel Study

Grades 2, 3, 4, and Home Schooling

This 13-page worksheet explores Alexander McCall Smith’s series for young readers featuring the young boy Akimbo. The series is available in most public libaries and there are many used copies on Ebay and Amazon. Akimbo lives near a game reserve with his family and he goes on various adventures involving lions, snakes and elephants, for example.  This worksheet focuses on Akimbo and the Elephants.   In this adventure Akimbo goes on a dangerous mission to save elephants from being hurt. The worksheet requires the student to engage the plot for specific details, practices vocabulary, and asks the student to make personal connections with the main characters. The worksheet also reviews nouns, adjectives, adverbs, and homophones.

STUDENT NAME: _____________________________________________________

For queries or personalized worksheets please contact: pupilsadvantage@gmail.com
1. Akimbo’s name has a specific meaning in English. Use a dictionary to find the meaning of the word “akimbo.” Use the word in a sentence.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is a game reserve? Provide as many details as you can from throughout the book.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.What kinds of tasks does Akimbo’s dad have to do on his job?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What does Akimbo admire about elephants?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Why is the elephant population on the decline?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Why role do vultures play on the African plains? Provide as many details as you can.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Why do the game rangers keep the parts of the animals that were trapped?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Do you agree with the way Akimbo is choosing to handle the problem? Explain why or why not.  If not explain another possible way for him to handle the problem.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What role does Matimba play in the story?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. How do the animals in the book react when they are frightened?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. NOUNS. A noun is a person, animal, place, or thing. Make a list of nouns from the novel. An example has been provided.

	Person/People/Animal
	        Place
	    Thing

	mother
	         school
	     grass

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


12. Reread the section of the story where the rhinoceros is mentioned. Pretend you are the rhinoceros in the story. Write a paragraph that tells the story from the rhino’s point of view and explain the problem you are having.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

13. Explain when a character (human or animal) was:

Panicked________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Creative________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Confused________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cruel______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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