African-American History Study Guide
(Middle School/High School)

(Preview Note – Total of 18 Pages)

This document can be used as an African-American study guide for Academic Quiz Bowl. While there is much more history than these pages cover, there are some valuable facts contained herein. 

Financial Vitality

• At 25, Lena Home became the second African-American woman to sign a contract with a Hollywood movie studio.

• Carl Lewis owns a line of sportswear called "Sports Style"

• In 1959, Ray Charles record What'd I Say sold more than a million copies

• In 1965, Ray Charles formed Tangerine Records

• Stevie Wonder signed his first recording contract at age 10

• Janet Jackson signed the highest paying record contract in history a forty-million dollar, three album contracts with Virgin Records

• Sharon Pratt Kelly was the first woman treasurer of the Democratic Party

• Katherine Dunbar formed a theatre company called Dunbar Dance Company in the 1930s

• A.G. Gaston founded the Booker T. Washington Burial Society in 1923, and the Booker T. Washington Business College in 1939

• In 1954, A.G. Gaston founded the A.G. Gaston Motel in Birmingham because African- Americans were not welcome in Birmingham motels

• Berry Gordy Jr. started Motown Records in 1959 that grew to be the largest independent record company in the world

• Motown Industries released some movies including Mahogany, The Wiz, Lady Sings the Blues, and the Last Dragon

• In 1958, John H. Johnson started the Ebony Fashion Show

• John H. Johnson founded Fashion Fair Cosmetics

• Rose Morgan opened the Rose Meta House of Beauty, which became the largest black owned beauty shop in the country

• In 1985 Naomi Sims founded Naomi Sims Beauty Products

• Madame C.J. Walker was born in 1867 in Delta, Louisiana; her birth name was Sarah Breedlove

• In 1917, Madame C.L Walker's company was the largest black owned business in the country, with annual revenues of $500,000

• In 1908, Madame C.I. Walker opened Lelia College in Pittsburgh to train women in the Walker method of grooming hair

• In 1970, Oprah Winfrey won a $1000 scholarship for her speech: The Negro, the  Constitution, and the United States

• In high school, Duke Ellington as presented with an award for art from the NAACP and offered a scholarship to the Pratt Institute of Applied Art in New York in 1917

• The African-American ran city of Rosewood was destroyed by a white mob in 1923

• On October 21, 1989, Peter Bynoe and Bertra Lee of the Denver Nuggets became the first blacks with minority ownership in a major league sports franchise

• William H. Gray is the current president and CEO of the College Fund (UNCF)

• In 1953, Ernesta Procope started the E.G. Bowman company which helped Black people get insurance from other companies for their properties

• In 1971, Barbara Garder Proctor founded Proctor and Gardner Advertising in which she used both of her names to make people think that a man was in charge

• Maggie L. Walker was the first female bank president in the United States

• In 1947, Fortune magazine commissioned Jacob Lawrence to travel through the Deep South and record his impressions

• On August 3, 1949, WERD, the first Black-owned radio station opened in Atlanta, GA

• Jesse Owens recruited almost 50,000 black workers for Ford Motor Company

• Jesse Owens had line of dry cleaning stores named after him in Cleveland

Technical Excellence and Academic Excellence

• In 1891, Booker T. Washington was named the first principal of Tuskegee Institute

• Dr. Mae Jemison was the first African-American woman in space aboard the Space Shuttle Endeavor

• On January 28, 1986, Ronald McNair was one of six astronauts killed aboard the Space• Shuttle Challenger

• John Thompson left professional basketball after two years with the Boston Celtics to pursue his master's degree

