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l. The United States Constitution
A. Articlell. The Executive Branch
1. Section 1. The President

The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of
America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Y ears, and, together with the
Vice-President chosen for the same Term, be € ected, as follows:

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legidlature thereof may direct, a Number
of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the
State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person
holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an
Elector.

(The Electors shall meet in their respective Sates, and vote by Ballot for two persons, of
whom one at least shall not lie an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they
shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which
List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the
United Sates, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall,
in the Presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and
the Votes shall then be counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be
the President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed;
and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of
Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them
for President; and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the
said House shall in like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the President, the
Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State having one Vote; a
quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two-thirds of the
Sates, and a Majority of all the Sates shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case,
after the Choice of the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the
Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who have
equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice-President.) (This clause
in parentheses was super seded by the 12th Amendment.)

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which
they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States.

No person except anatural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of
the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall
any Person be digible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty-five
Y ears, and been fourteen Y ears a Resident within the United States.

(In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or
Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the same shall devolve on
the Vice President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal,
Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what
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Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the
Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.) (This clausein parentheses has
been modified by the 20th and 25th Amendments.)

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which
shall neither be increased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been
elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other Emolument from the United
States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or
Affirmation:

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that | will faithfully execute the Office of President of
the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the
Constitution of the United States."

B. Amendment 12. Choosing the President and Vice President

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for President and
Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with
themselves; they shall namein their ballots the person voted for as President, and in
distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists
of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President and of
the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed
to the seat of the government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate;

The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of
Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted;

The person having the greatest Number of votes for President, shall be the President, if
such number be a mgjority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no person
have such magjority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding
three on the list of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose
immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be
taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote; a quorum for this
purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a
majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of
Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall devolve
upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall
act as President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disability of the
President.

The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-
President, if such number be a magjority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if
no person have a mgority, then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall
choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the
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whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a
choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible
to that of Vice-President of the United States.

1.  Maor Political Parties
A. Democratic Party
1. History

The Democratic Party grew from political factions that
opposed Alexander Hamilton and his fiscal policiesin
theearly 1790’'s. Inthe mid-1790's, Thomas Jefferson
and James Madison organized the factions into the
Democratic-Republican Party.

The Democratic-Republican Party favored farmers,
strict interpretation of the Constitution, and a weaker
federal government. It opposed the Federalist Party
that advocated a strong central government, alooser
interpretation of the Constitution, and a republic
governed by the better educated professional class.

During his presidency, Thomas Jefferson, the first
Democratic-Republican president, cut military spending
and reduced the national debt by athird. After anear
lose of the War of 1812, the party split on these issues.
Y ounger party leaders wanted to build a strong national
defense. The elder party leaders were fearful that a
strong military would oppress the people. They
continued the original believe that a centralized
government would enfringe on state’' s rights.

In the mid-1820' s, the Jackson Movement arose to
oppose the “aristocracy” and raise the faith of “the
people’. Jackson's supporters, namely Martin Van
Buren, built powerful party organizations in the states
and built anational base of support. Thisled to a
resounding victory over John Quincy Adamsin 1828.

In the 1830’s, the name “ Democratic Party” became
common place and, in 1832, the first Democratic
National Convention was held. The Democratic Party
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